CHAPTER 3.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS, LEGISLATION
AND FINANCE,
the Local Government Act, 1933, contains a uniform code for the
constitutions of local authorities and provides them with a frame-
work of powers of a general character, thereby repealing a large
number of statutory provisions governing separate authorities and
amending the law as far as necessary to produce uniformity. It does
not deal with specific statutory powers relating to particular services,
such as public health or education.
A.
Local Government Elections.
Prior to 1945 the local government franchise rested on the occupa- Local
tion of land or premises. The right to vote at a local government Government
election was thus broadly coincident with liability to assessment for
rating purposes. The Representation of the People Act, 1945, giving
statutory force to the recommendations of the Speaker's Conference
of the previous year, extended to parliamentary electors as such the
right to be registered and to vote as local government electors. The
Act did not, however, assimilate the two franchises, since it preserved
the previous local government franchise both in England and Wales
and in Scotland for those owners and occupiers who do not qualify
for the parliamentary franchise by reason of residence in the qualify-
ing premises and for peers who are disqualified from voting at par-
liamentary elections. Thus the total number of local government
electors outnumber the parliamentary electors. These qualifications
were continued by the Representation of the People Act, 1949, and
may be summarised as follows :
1. (i) Residence on the qualifying date in the area; or
(ii) if not so resident, occupation as owner or tenant of any rate-
able land or premises in the area of the yearly value of not less than
£10.
Only British subjects or citizens of the Republic of Ireland of
full age who are not under any legal incapacity are entitled to be
registered.

